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Russian Empire would elect either to become independent
or to seek the protection of the Central Powers. But to the
Bolshevik mentality of that time (it has become modified
with years) it mattered little whether the enemy, in the
form of capitalist imperialism, gained further sources of
territorial and material strength. It was not upon this
ground that battle was being given. The battle-ground was
that of social struggle, and therein frontiers mattered
little in comparison with the fight of the proletarian against
the capitalist. " It made little difference to them whether
Lithuania was or was not ceded to (Jermany. What did
matter was the struggle of the Lithuanian proletarian
against the Lithuanian capitalist." 1

" He is no Socialist ", wrote Lenin, in an open letter to
American workers, " who does not understand that the
victory over the bourgeoisie may require losses of territory
and defeats. He is no Socialist who will not sacrifice his
fatherland for the triumph of the social revolution."a

Such was the psychological approach of the Bolsheviks
to Brest-Litovsk, the policy with which they confidently
hoped to convert the world. When that policy failed,
something fundamental went out of Bolshevism and was
replaced by compromise. It is the search for that " funda-
mental something" which is disintegrating the Soviet
Union to-day.

The first plenary session of the conference was held in
the afternoon of December 22, and the proceedings were
opened with a speech of welcome by Prince Leopold.
Kiihlmann was unanimously voted first president of the
conference, and when the usual compliments had been
exchanged, he made a brief speech indicating the lines on
which their discussions must proceed. " Our negotiations

1 iStienne Antonelli, Bolshevist Russia (London, 1920), pp. 159-160.
2 Reprinted in Class Struggle (New York), December 1918,